DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

place.   Prince Alexander had been forced to abdicate
from the throne of Bulgaria two years before, but
Bismarck was still violently opposed to the marriage,
for it was possible that there might be a reaction in
his favour in Sofia,  and an attempt be made to
restore    him :    the   notorious   Madame   Novikoff
announced in the English Press that the Queen would
be willing to go to war with Russia for that end.1
Bismarck's political objection to the marriage was
therefore as strong as ever, and he told the British
Ambassador in Berlin that he would resign if the
engagement was permitted.   But now the Queen,
who had previously favoured it, changed her mind.
Crown Prince William sided with Bismarck, and his
opposition had become far more weighty than it had
been when the late Emperor forbade it, for then
his father had been a hale man with the expectation
of a long reign before him :  now it could be only a
few months at the most before William would suc-
ceed, and, whether his sister was engaged or not, he
would certainly forbid the marriage.   The Queen
was in Florence, intending to go to Berlin to see her
son-in-law for the last time, when Lord Salisbury
told her of these rumours of the approaching engage*
ment, and in her firmest. matriarchal manner she
telegraphed to the Empress not to permit it, unless
William gave his consent :   that now had become
essential.   But   as  for  Bismarck's   contention  that
Russia  would   object   to   the   marriage,   she  pro-
nounced  it   " impudent   and   impertinent   beyond
measure-" that Russia or Bismarck should presume

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, III, i, p. 259.
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